
 St Leonard’s Church, Monyash 
 
The Village 
 
Monyash is a village of around 280 people situated in 
the centre of the White Peak area of the Peak District 
National Park.  The village has a rich history and dates 
back to at least Neolithic times.  The main industries are 
sheep and dairy farming and tourism.  The village sits 
at the head of Lathkill Dale, an area popular all year 
round with walkers.  These visitors are well served by a 
pub, cafe, B&B accommodation and a number of 
holiday cottages.  
 
There is a Church of England VC primary school in the 
village with close links to the church (see later) and it is 
in the catchment area of the well-regarded Lady 
Manners Secondary School, Bakewell.  The village hall 
hosts a variety of social activities including a thriving 
mixed age group W.I., a Young Farmers group, dancing 
and keep-fit classes and a craft group. 
 
There are bus services to Bakewell (5 miles) and 
Buxton (8 miles) where there are the usual health 
services, libraries, shops and cultural activities. 
 
For further extensive information about the village visit 
our website: www.monyash.info. 
 

 

 

 
Church Life 
 
Although the congregation may be small the church not 
only stands in the centre of the village but is at the heart  
of the community.  It is well supported for weddings, 
funerals, the Monyash Christmas Concert and also the 
many fundraising events.  Holiday makers staying in the 
village who often attend services during the summer 
months are warmly welcomed.   
 

 
• Pre Covid19 lockdown our traditional Common Worship services were usually 3 morning Communion 

services monthly and 1 Communion/Evening Worship service.   Either Morning Worship or Evening 
Prayer was delivered by the Churchwarden or former churchwarden if clerical availability was limited.   
A Joint Benefice service rotated round the 6 churches for 5th Sundays and mid week services e.g. 
Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday etc.   

• The PCC is comprised of 5 members.  There is currently no churchwarden and the role of vice chair 
is now taken by the previous churchwarden. The vice chair is also the Associate Governor of the 
school, the Deanery Synod representative and a member of the Benefice Ministry team.  There are 
16 members on the electoral roll. Services tend to be middle of the road.  Readings and intercessions 
are led by members of the congregation or by the officiant on a rota basis.  We have altar frontals, 
chasubles and stoles for all the liturgical seasons. 

• Our hymns are from ‘Anglican New & Old’. We no longer have an organist and previous guitar 
accompaniment was replaced in 2019 thanks to the donation of an automated hymnal system.    

• In 2019/20 there was 1 wedding, 1 baptism, 1 funeral and 1 burial (funeral service elsewhere).  We 
believe God’s house is open to all and we welcome anyone who wishes to be married or baptised 
whether regular churchgoers or not. 

http://www.monyash.info/


• The PCC is agreeable to the remarriage of the divorced if the priest-in-charge is happy that this should 
happen and that there is proper provision for the children of any previous relationship and a genuine 
commitment to marriage vows. 

• There is a Methodist Chapel in the village with members of both congregations occasionally attending 
services at either Church or Chapel and joining together in the Act of Remembrance at the War 
Memorial on the village green.   We are working to further develop and strengthen these links. 

• We developed a Mission Action Plan in 2011 to try to enhance the church’s reach and activities.  

• Pre Covid Lent Lunches were held annually at Monyash and 3 of the other Benefice churches on 4 
separate Wednesdays prior to Holy Week.  In the past few years the proceeds have been donated to 
Christian Aid.   Harvest offerings are donated to Buxton Food Bank.  Prayer meetings and Lent 
courses have previously been organised on a joint benefice basis.  A church member edits a lively 
and informative ‘Contact’ parish magazine which covers Taddington, Chelmorton with Flagg and 
Monyash.     

 
The Church 
 
The church, built out of local limestone, dates back to the 
12th century with several extensions added since.  It is a 
surprisingly large church for such a small village and 
contains many interesting features such as Norman 
corbels and sedilia.  Between 1886 and 1888 the church 
underwent a major restoration by William Butterfield and a 
further restoration project between 1996-2005 involved 
repairs to the roof, walls, the tower which houses 3 bells, 
and internal decoration and lighting. There is an audio 
system in place.  During the winter months the church is 
floodlit.  The church is a grade II* listed building and is 
surrounded by an extensive churchyard which is 
maintained to a good standard. Toilet and kitchen facilities 
were installed in the base of the tower (‘the tower scheme’) 
and this was completed at the end of 2013   
  
Church Fabric 
The church is in a reasonable state of repair considering 
the age of the building.  The last Quinquenial Report 
(2015) suggested repairs costing approximately £40k at 
least and we have not been in a financial position to carry 
out all of these non-urgent repairs. 
Lead was stolen from the north porch and had to be 
replaced at a cost of over £20k.  The insurable amount at 
that time was only £5k towards the cost and we had to 
fund the considerable balance. 
PAT testing, fire extinguisher inspections, lightening 
conductor checks & organ service are all up to date in 
2021. A full electrical inspection was carried out in 2018.  
The boilers were inspected and serviced in 2019.  The 
cast iron drainpipes were refurbished in 2019. Missing 
slates on the south side of the roof were replaced in 2020 
and gullies cleaned. Urgent repairs to the weathervane 
were carried out in 2021.  The weathervane had split and 
was causing water to leak onto timbers in the tower 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
The Vicarage 
 
The vicarage is a substantial 4 double bedroom period building in the heart of the village, adjoining the 
church. It has a small detached garage a short distance from the vicarage.  It is currently let out by the 
diocese 
 



Finances 
Our total funds have been decreasing each year due to a dwindling congregation and fewer active 
fundraisers.   
The church remained closed and fundraising stopped due to the pandemic.  We still need to insure the 
church at a current cost of £2,200 a year and carry out electrical and heating inspections annually.  
With meagre funds in the bank to cover general costs, we can carry on for several years providing we 
don’t have to use any of that money for repairs. 
In 2019 our allocated parish share of the Common Fund (paid to the diocese to pay for clergy and 
diocese administrative costs) was £4,716 but we paid a lower amount of £3,144 to conserve funds for 
repairs.  We have not yet paid any contributions for 2020.  

 
Monyash Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Monyash School has a central place in our village life 
and maintains strong links with the community by 
participating in local events, like the May Market and 
Well Dressing and producing a Christmas Concert. 
Their annual Harvest Festival service is held in church 
and their Harvest gifts are taken to the Food Bank 
together with those from the church.  School serves 
Monyash, Flagg and the surrounding area and 
currently has a roll of 37 pupils.  Mrs S Slack was 
appointed in 2015 and shared her role with that of 
head of Winster School. This was formalised officially 
in January 2018 when the two schools became the 
White Peak Federation with her as Executive Head.      
The Statutory Anglican Inspection was held in May 
2016  and the school was judged to be a good church 
school with a strong Christian ethos which enables 
pupils to feel valued and develop both in their learning 
and their spiritual life.  The PCC contributes annually 
to a gift of Bibles for Year 6 Leavers. Pupils are noted 
for being well behaved and caring. 
 
Traditionally the vicar of St Leonard’s is an ex officio 
Foundation Governor and a previous churchwarden 
was a full Governor for 8 years prior to Federation 
when a joint Governing Body was set up and her role 
became that of Associate with responsibilities for 
maintaining the links with the church.  Pre pandemic 
she continued to maintain a schedule of Collective 
Worship and end of term services and with the 
enthusiastic co-operation of the head teacher these 
services are held, when possible, in the church as 
opposed to the classroom so that pupils can improve 
their knowledge of the building and the Anglican 
Church.  Pupils already have a good knowledge of 
important festivals which are always celebrated in the 
church and to which the parents and villagers are 
invited. A recent learning walk demonstrated that the 
children were also being equipped in their teacher led 
studies for life when they move into a multicultural 
world, with topics such as Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, 
Friendship and Creation in addition to Christianity.  At 
the Ofsted inspection in  February 2017 it was 
assessed as a Good School. 
 
 

 



Mission Action Plan (MAP) 
 
In 2011 (during the last interregnum) St Leonard’s followed the Rural Church MAP process under the 
able guidance of a facilitator, a retired clergyman based in Buxton, assisted by one of the churchwardens.  
The consultation stages were completed and the PCC forwarded the detailed plans to the then Bishop.  
Many of the proposals concerned encouraging more activities for young people in our church and to take 
up the offers of training available from the diocese.  The overarching aim was to emphasise the church 
as a focal point of village life and for it to serve the needs of everyone in the community.  Initiatives like 
providing a welcome pack to new residents to the village were developed together with involving young 
people in church celebrations of the major festivals.  Although MAP was reviewed following the 
anniversary of its submission to the Bishop it has not been revisited recently. 
  
Church Life during Lockdown  
 

• The church remained closed for the entire period in view of the age of its regular congregation 
but a risk assessment has now been submitted with plans to reopen in June 2021 for private 
worship on a Tuesday, School visit opportunities on a Thursday or Friday and worship on 
Sundays. 

• Church members and villagers participated in an open air Remembrance service and Carol 
Service on the village green. 

• Church members and villagers contributed to displaying Advent windows and Easter Hope 
displays.  

• Church notice boards, Monyash website Church pages and Monyash Village WhatsApp group 
were regularly updated to reflect messages from the Archbishops and Bishop and PCC during 
the period. 

• An Easter Garden and Wooden Cross and a memory tree were displayed in the churchyard. 

• Regular contact was maintained with villagers who were shielding or isolated. 

• Contact was maintained and mutual support and assistance given between the other churches in 
the Joint Benefice. 

  
Our Strengths 
 

• Our small and aging congregation is faithful and desperately wants the village church to flourish. 
We have a reputation for being very welcoming to all who attend our services, whether they are 
holidaymakers or villagers who come to an occasional service. 

• The inhabitants of Monyash and its visitors have been generous when it comes to fundraising for 
St. Leonard’s church. Past events have included annual May Market held on the village green in 
late May, Teas and cakes in church during the Well Dressing Week, Monyash Christmas (a 
secular evening of readings, comedy turns and music-making) held in the church, donations from 
the White Peak Walk (a gruelling circular 26 mile run/walk held in mid-July), Harvest Suppers held 
in the village hall and Flower Festivals held in Church.   

• A central location, level access enabling wheelchair, pram & pushchair access, toilet and small 
kitchen area, scope for various activities e.g. concerts 

 
Our Weaknesses 
 

• An aging, and in many cases vulnerable congregation (averaging 8-12 for Sunday services) 
unable to continue to contribute as they have in the past 

• A small PCC with unable to take on additional responsibilities 

• No churchwarden and no one to fill this position 

• No children, teenagers or young adults in regular services and failure to provide specific services 
designed to stimulate and attract them. 

• No home groups or Bible study groups (only one member of the congregation attended the recent 
Benefice Lent group) 

• A village community that want the church to be there for its historic value and baptisms, weddings 
and funerals but have little interest in regular attendance for worship. 

• We have not had anyone confirmed from the parish for several years 

• A beautiful but high ceiling large church that costs a fortune to heat and maintain.   
Contact Details: Helen Cullen - tel: 01629 810234 email: culherbs@btinternet.com 

mailto:culherbs@btinternet.com

